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ong experience in local government* Officials, subject to
rood behavior and satisfactory service, are in permanent em-
ployment; councillors have to submit themselves for re~elec~
don at regular intervals. The main officials are the clerk, treas-
irer, medical officer of health, surveyor, sanitary inspector
(though not in the case of County Councils), and education
>fficer (for County and County Borough Councils).12
Local authorities combine executive and administrative
Functions, and because they invariably sit as unicameral assem-
blies they may be said to do for local government what the
Cabinet and the two Houses of Parliament together do for
central government. This can sometimes lead to confusion,
for if a complicated discussion is taking place, it may not be
clear whether the question at issue is one of policy or admin-
istration.13 The full Council is responsible for both policy and
administration and does not delegate its administrative and
executive functions to mayor, burgomaster, city-manager, or
independent executive board.
Local authorities in Britain work to a large extent
through committees.14 Full meetings of Councils (which are
open to the public) tend to be formal, with the chairmen of
the various committees presenting reports and the Council
adopting them.
Party politics have invaded local government, especially
since the advent of the Labor Party, but rigid partisan atti-
tudes are rarely in evidence. This is partly because the area of
discretion of local authorities is limited by the decisions of the
central Parliament and Government; partly because so many
issues, being concerned with administration rather than pol-
icy, are not matters on which party differences are always
particularly relevant. In committees a real attempt is made to
12 The nomenclature is slightly different in Scotland.
ls The same confusion sometimes arises in Parliament* of course.
14 Committees are empowered to co-opt persons who have not been
elected members of the Council.